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Dates for your Diary

17" June Lacock

5" July. Evening Summer
Event at BrynDerwen
Bettws Newydd

29" July Llanerchaeron

9"  September  Forde
Abbey

13" September Tea at
Clytha Park

23. September Suzanne
Edmonds N.T Stonehenge
Latest discoveries

10th October Autumn Tour
28. October Martin Drury
NT. The Spirit of Gaudi in
Barcelona

25. November Stephen
Bird Bath NT Bath -
UNESCO World Heritage
Site

If you have any comments or
news for the next edition
please contact the Editor,
John Pickering 01633
264159

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHAIRMAN

This year marks an enormous
change for our association as
only two of the previous
Committee put their names
forward for re-election at the
AGM so the new committee will
have to learn quickly to face the
challenges of the forthcoming
year

The outgoing committee chaired
by Trevor Brown had served the
Association for over 200 years
between them. They will be an
incredibly hard act to follow, and |
should like to thank each and
every one of them, on your
behalf, for their hard work and
dedication which has made the
Association what it is today.

As Trevor reported at the AGM,
membership has remained
largely static over the last few
years and this will present a
major challenge to the new team
to recruit more members,
especially those in their fifties and
those approaching retirement to
ensure the successful
continuation of the GNTA, | hope
that we can count on all our
members to help us.

The team of John Latham, Paul
and Sylvia Jones, Marcus and
Robbie Brown, Janice Cook,

Rita Edwards, John Pickering,
Mike Ogden and Rosemary
Trump are now working very hard
organising the new Speaker
Programme and planning the
Fundraising events for the
forthcoming year .The full details
will be available on the new
Membership Card.

We are all looking forward to your
support and meeting you at the
summer fundraiser, day trips and

holidays.
Carolyne Ogden

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2008/9

Subscriptions for 2008/9 remain
the same at, £9 single
membership and £15 for a
couple.

They were due on April 1%

Please consider paying by
Standing Order if you are not
already doing so — it is much
more efficient and saves writing a
cheque each year

A Standing Order Application
Form is enclosed with Newsletter.
If you prefer to write a cheque
please let us have it as soon as
possible



REPORT OF THE 28™
GENERAL MEETING

ANNUAL

The AGM was well attended and chaired by
Trevor Brown, with our President Simon
Boyle in attendance.

The Treasurer's report was presented by
Trevor, in the absence of David Hill. As a
result of Corporation Tax changes to the
Finance Act the donation for the current year
to the Careership Trainee Gardener Scheme
had been brought forward into the 2007/8
year to ensure there was no tax liability.
Donations previously approved by the
members to The Kymin, Llanerchaeron and
Westbury Court Gardens were also paid
during the year.

The Committee proposed the adoption of
the National Trust’s Constitution for National
Trust Associations which ensured that
GNTA would benefit from the insurance
cover provided by the Trust - the
recommendation was approved by the
membership.

Only two members of the committee put
their names forward for re-election and new
nominations were received for the vacant
places. The officers and committee elected
for the coming year are: President, Simon
Boyle, Chairman, Carolyne Ogden, Vice
Chairman, John Latham, Treasurer, Paul
Jones, Secretary, Sylvia Jones; Committee,
Marcus Brown, Robbie Brown, Janice Cook,
Rita Edwards, Mike Ogden, John Pickering,
Rosemary Trump.

Trevor Brown, the outgoing Chairman
thanked his committee for all their support
and hard work of over 200 years
accumulated service.

Following the formal meeting Gerry Green
the Head Gardener of Westbury Court
Gardens gave a very informative and
entertaining talk on the history and running
of the gardens.

NEW GNTA WEBSITE

One of the tasks identified by the new
committee was an urgent need for a new
dedicated GNTA website.

This has now been completed and will
hopefully help members who have access to
the internet and enable non — members to
find out about us.

Anyone who is interested may like to point
their web browser at http:/gnta.org.uk/
where they will see details of our planned
talks, events, trips, latest newsletter etc.

We will try to keep this as up-to-date as
possible. If anyone wishes to use e-mail our
address is gwentnt@hotmail.com

A SUMMER EVENING AT
BRYNDERWEN

SATURDAY 5™ JULY 2008

Dr & Mrs Peter Williams are very kindly
allowing us to use their beautiful home
on the banks of the River Usk at Bettws
Newydd for our Summer Fundraiser.

Join us for a Salmon & Strawberry
Supper and a glass of wine.

Tickets £17.50 per head
More details and application forms will

be sent out with the new Membership
Cards in May

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:

Mr & Mrs Bosher Jones of Newport
Marcus and Robbie Brown Llangiby

Jill Wilson Monmouth and Ann Blethyn
Monmouth


http://gnta.org.uk/
mailto:gwentnt@hotmail.com

FIRST THREE TRIPS CANCELLED

Lack of support by members has resulted in
the cancellation of the day trips to
Presteigne and the Black & White Villages in
March, Snowshill Manor and Westbury
Court Gardens in May and the Spring Tour
to Chester and North Wales in April.

This is incredibly disappointing for those
members who had booked and were looking
forward to the trips. Many people had
expressed interest, and even requested
booking forms, but these did not all translate
in to confirmed bookings.

The tour programme is a major part of the
fundraising efforts of GNTA, and if we
cannot raise the funds with the trips and
holidays this will affect the amount of money
we can distribute to support the National
Trust at the end of the year.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2008

Sir Richard and Lady Hanbury—Tenison
have very kindly invited the GNTA to hold a
fund raising event at their Clytha Park Estate
on the above Saturday afternoon

It will include afternoon tea and a personal
guided tour of Clytha House by Sir Richard

Details and application form will be included
with your new membership cards being sent
out in May

SUMMER VISITS 2008

17™ JUNE - LACOCK ABBEY & TEA AT
BRADFORD UPON AVON

The Abbey was founded in 1232 and was
used as an Augustinian nunnery until 1539
and the Dissolution of the Monasteries by
Henry VIII.

Parts of the nunnery, including the cloisters,
chapter house and sacristy, were preserved
when the building was converted into a
private residence in 1550.

In 1754 John Ivory Talbot employed the
architect Sanderson Miller to make
alterations to the house in the Gothic revival
style. In 1828 further changes were made to
the building.

The most famous member of the Talbot
family was William Henry Fox Talbot who
invented the photographic negative at
Lacock Abbey.

The return trip is via Bradford upon Avon for

afternoon tea  (included in  price).
£29.50 — please send sae requesting Booking
Form to Janice Cook, Portland House, 4 Bridge
Street, Usk NP15 1BG

29" — 30" JULY — THE HALL AT ABBEY CWM
HIR & LLANERCHAERON

The Hall at Abbey-Cwm-Hir which is Grade
II* listed as one of Wales’ finest examples of
Victorian Gothic Revival architecture. Built
in 1834 by Thomas Wilson the great
Victorian improver, the house was doubled
in size by the Philips family in 1869.

Llanerchaeron is a rare example of a self-
sufficient 18"-century Welsh minor gentry
estate, which has survived virtually
unaltered. The villa, designed in the 1790s is
the most complete example of the early
work of John Nash.

Overnight stay in half-board accommodation

at 3* Park Lodge hotel, Aberystwyth.
£134.50 (single room supplement £35) — please
send sae requesting Booking Form to Janice
Cook, Portland House, 4 Bridge Street, Usk NP15
1BG

9" SEPTEMBER - FORDE ABBEY &
GARDENS

Founded in 1140, Forde became over the
next 400 years one of the most learned and



wealthy monasteries in the land. The
building survived the Dissolution and
evolved over the years into a beautiful
country house.

The 30 acres of gardens that surround the
house date from the early 18" century and
include a magnificent Bog Garden,
wonderful summer borders and a large
working kitchen garden.

On the return trip there will be a stop for
afternoon tea, which is included in the

price.£29.50 — please send sae requesting
Booking Form to Janice Cook, Portland House, 4
Bridge Street, Usk NP15 1BG

10" — 12" OCTOBER — AUTUMN TOUR — THE
PEAK DISTRICT

Visit Sudbury Hall, a 17th century brick-built
house with fine interior decoration. It is one
of the most individual houses of the period.

There will be visits to Hardwick Hall
designed by Robert Smythson for Bess of
Hardwick. Kedleston Hall built between
1759 and 1765 for the Curzon Family and
Eyam Plague Village where in 1665 the local
church parson instigated the courageous
decision by the villagers to isolate
themselves when plague struck the village.

Finally, no visit to the Peak District would be
complete without a visit to Chatsworth
House.

The final weekend break of the year will be
based at the 4* Renaissance Hotel at Derby

on a half-board basis. £239.50 (single room
supplement £50) — please send sae requesting
Booking Form to Janice Cook, Portland House, 4
Bridge Street, Usk NP15 1B

THE KYMIN

if you are looking for somewhere different to

take any visitors or friends why not visit The
Kymin, our only National Trust Property in
Gwent

The Temple and grounds are open every
day and the Round House from 11 to 4 on

Mon, Sat & Sun.

You can even hire a croquet set if you fancy

trying the game.

This year in conjunction with the Woodland

Trust there will

be an opportunity to

experience the wonder of the dawn chorus

on Sunday 4 May at 5am

Hot drinks and
available afterwards

refreshments will be

The event is free but any donations will be

split between the National

Woodland Trust

Trust and

Please phone Sara Szwer on 01600719241

for more details.

NATIONAL TRUST SHOP AT MONMOUTH

When visiting Monmouth please
remember to visit the shop to look at their

range of goods.

Open: Monday to Saturday 9.30-5.00

5 Church Street Monmouth
Tel 01600 713270

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2008-09

President Simon Boyle

01873 840208

Chairman Carolyne Ogden

01873 880484

Vice Chairman John Latham

01291 672904

Treasurer Paul Jones

01495 751208

Secretary Sylvia Jones

01495 751208

Trips/Holidays Janice Cook

01291 672985

Liaison NT Shop & Kymin
Rosemary Trump

01291 672406

Programme Rita Edwards

01291 673362

Publishing & PR
John Pickering

01633 264159

Membership Marcus & Robbie
Brown

01633 450691

Website Mike Ogden

01873 880484




